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About World Design Weeks

World Design Weeks is a global network of 44 design weeks and festivals, established in 2016. The founding
members include Barcelona Design Week, Beijing Design Week, Design TO Festival, Design Week Mexico, Dutch
Design Week, Helsinki Design Week, San Francisco Design Week, Seoul Design Festival, and Tokyo Design Week.

WDW connects creative festivals in dynamic cities with their partners, such as academic institutions and industry-
leading companies.

We aim to foster collaboration within the design community and drive creative industry growth worldwide.

By bringing together design communities from around the globe, we create a platform for sharing knowledge,
resources, and best practices. This exchange promotes innovation in design, facilitates the flow of talent and ideas,
and supports sustainable development.

As World Design Weeks, we are committed to elevating the global conversation around design, enhancing
education, and building stronger connections between people and design. Let's shape the future of design, together.
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A Glimpse into 2024 by Isabel Roig, WDW President

We are delighted to present the 2024 World Design Weeks Network Annual Report, a reflection on the vibrant
global community we are privileged to be part of—a community that celebrates design, creativity, innovation, and
the transformative power of collaboration.

Our shared passion and unwavering dedication form the heartbeat of this collective journey. Together, we bring to
life extraordinary events and ideas that inspire and connect people worldwide.

We deeply thank our Board and all World Design Weeks members for their invaluable support and engagement
throughout 2024.

Highlights from 2024

- Presentation of the Impact Report on Design Weeks and Festivals: In February, Design Manchester led the
presentation of this comprehensive report, offering valuable insights into the influence and significance of design
events worldwide.

- Enhanced Digital Experience: Our upgraded website now features a new Members' Portal, providing enhanced
functionality and resources. Additionally, the launch of the WDW in Action Newsletter delivers exclusive content for
members, fostering deeper engagement within our network.

- We welcomed Eunjoo Maing to the WDW Board as Seoul Design Festival's new representative, expressing our deepest
gratitude to her predecessor Sang-Yeon Cho for his dedication and contributions to WDW over the years. We also
received Lauro Andrade from Semana de Design de Sdo Paulo to the Board, as the 4th member from the Americas.
With their wealth of experience, we are excited about the contributions they will bring to the network in 2025.
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- Creation of the Activators team to develop the WDW Exchange program: This newly formed group of members
drives dynamic and meaningful exchanges within our community, further strengthening our collaborative spirit.

- Celebration of the 10th Anniversary of Chiang Mai Design Week in December. A milestone of innovation,
collaboration, and creative excellence.

A Moment of Reflection

This year, we also mourned the loss of Tony Fusco, co-founder and Director of Boston Design Week, who
passionately served his community for 11 years. Tony's dedication to enriching the world through creativity and
design left an indelible mark. Our thoughts are with his family, friends, and everyone fortunate to know him. World
Design Weeks remains steadfast in honoring his vision and continuing his legacy.

As we move forward, we remain inspired by our community's collective energy. Together, we will continue to
advance the global conversation around design, fostering innovation, connection, and shared purpose. Here's to
another impactful year ahead!
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Meet the board as of 31/12/2024

Members of the WDW Board are responsible for governing the organization. These 12 professionals contribute
expertise in an honorary capacity to achieve the organization's goals.

President & Director _ Vice President

Isabel Roig < & Director

c/o Barcelona Design Week, Emilio Cabrero

Spain c/o Design Week Mexico,

Mexico

Secretary & Director
Ingrid van der Wacht
c/o Dutch Design Week,
The Netherlands
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Director

Lauro Andrade

c/o DW! Sao Paulo
Design Week,
Brasil

Director

Jonny Hayes

c/o Anchorage Design Week,
USA

Director

Kari Korkman

c/o Helsinki Design Week,
Finland

Director

Diego Garcia-Reyes

c/o Bogotd Design Festival,
Colombia

Director

Adrian Jankowiak

c/o Nairobi Design Week,
Kenya

Director

Eunjoo Maing

c/o Seoul Design Festival,
Korea
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Director

David McDonald

c/o Tokyo Design Week,
Japan

Director

Pichit Virankabutra

c/o Bangkok Design Week,
Thailand

Director

Vittorio Sun

c/o Beijing Design Week,
China

Office Team

Cristina Castano
WDW Barcelona Office
Manager

Office Team
Miriam Leén
WDW Community
Manager
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Members

WDW has welcomed the following events to its family this year, so it has representatives from all continents.

Auckland Design Week

It is an annual celebration bringing together creative
thinkers, practitioners, showrooms, and retailers from
across the city. It offers an open and collaborative
platform for exploring how design shapes the way we
live and work across diverse disciplines.

Caracas Design Week

It combines the commercial with the cultural to generate
an enthusiastic and different atmosphere, promoting
brands, products, and services; spreading lifestyles and
providing an experience that cultivates the spirit.

Cairo Design Week

This celebration of art and design invites you to discover
a fusion of cultures and innovation, through a curated
selection of activities. It showcases Cairo's rich design
heritage and fosters creative collaborations and
dialogues.

Detroit Month of Design

Its mission is to establish Detroit as a recognized and
valued world-class resource for creative talent by
strengthening and promoting design-driven businesses
and positioning Detroit's design capabilities as a unique
and valuable investment opportunity.
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Galicia Design Week

Born to promote design, especially Galician, from the
periphery with an international vocation. It creates

a local community, bringing design closer to the
general public, showing good practices, promoting
collaborations, generating projects and training new
generations.

Irish Design Week

It focuses on why design matters and highlights issues
around sustainability, diversity and inclusion. A wide
range of workshops, exhibitions, talks and conferences
take place throughout Ireland over the week.

IRISH
DESIGN
WEEK

Indy Design Week

A city-wide festival that celebrates the diversity of
design across various disciplines. Through a week of
collaborative events, workshops, and showcases, it
connects designers and enthusiasts, highlights local
talent, and inspires innovation.
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List of members (44) (as of 31 December 2024)

Africa (2)
Cairo Design Week
Nairobi Design Week

America (15)

Anchorage Design Week
Atlanta Design Festival
Bogota Design Festival
Boston Design Week
Caracas Design Week
DW! Sdo Paulo Design Week
Design Week Mexico
Design Week Rhode Island
Detroit Month of Design
Indy Design Week

Lima Design Week

Mes de Diseno

Querétaro Design Week
San Diego Design Week
Tijuana Design Week

Isan Creative Festival

Seoul Design Festival

Shenzhen Design Week

Singapore Design Week

Suzhou Design Week

Tokyo Design Week

Australasia (2)
Auckland Design Week

Melbourne Design Week

Europe (14)
Arctic Design Week

Barcelona Design Week

Dutch Design Week

Galicia Design Week

Gdynia Design Days

Helsinki Design Week

Irish Design Week

Lodz Design Festival

Asia (11) Munich Creative Business Week
Bangkok Design Week Romanian Design Week

Beijing Design Week Thessaloniki Design Week

Chiang Mai Design Week Ukranian Design & Innovation Week
Chengdu Creativity & Design Week Venice Design Week

Hebei International Design Week Zagreb Design Week



https://cairodesignweek.net/
https://www.nairobi.design/
https://www.anchoragemuseum.org/programs/special-events/anchorage-design-week-2021/
https://atlantadesignfestival.net/
https://www.bogotadesignfestival.co/
https://www.bostondesignweek.com/
https://caracasdesignweek.com/en
https://dwsemanadedesign.com.br/
https://designweekmexico.com/
https://www.worlddesignweeks.org/members/design-week-rhode-island
https://www.detroitmonthofdesign.org/
https://www.indydesignweek.com/
https://limadesignweek.pe/
https://www.mesdeldiseno.cl/
https://www.instagram.com/qrodesignweek/?hl=es
https://www.instagram.com/qrodesignweek/?hl=es
https://www.tijuanadesignweek.com/
https://www.bangkokdesignweek.com/en/bkkdw2025
https://www.bjdw.org/
https://www.chiangmaidesignweek.com/en/cmdw2023
http://en.cdcdw.com.cn/
http://hidw-en.aty.cn/
https://www.isancreativefestival.com/isancf2023
https://seoul.designfestival.co.kr/fairDash.do?hl=ENG
https://sz.design/en
https://sdw.designsingapore.org/
https://tokyodesignweek.jp/
https://aucklanddesignweek.com/
https://designweek.melbourne/
https://www.arcticdesignweek.fi/en/
https://barcelonadesignweek.com/en/
https://ddw.nl/
https://www.gdw.gal/
https://gdyniadesigndays.eu/en
https://helsinkidesignweek.com/
https://www.dcci.ie/whats-on/irish-design-week-2024/
https://lodzdesign.com/
https://www.mcbw.de/
https://romaniandesignweek.ro/
https://thessalonikidesignweek.gr/
https://udiw.com.ua/
https://venicedesignweek.com/
https://zagrebdesignweek.com/?lang=hr
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Communication Report

Social Media
WDW is present on social media platforms to promote PLATFORM DECEMBER CHANGE
the activity of its members.

24 %

In 2024, WDW posted collaborative posts with its

members to promote their events. Instagram 3041 3891 127
Facebook 1,348 1,363 1.01

Twitter 662 673 1.02

Mailchimp 536 704 1.31

LinkedIn 504 799 1.58
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Newsletters
WDW in Action:
our new WDW's members-only newsletter!

In December 2024, we were excited to launch our
exclusive monthly newsletter, WDW in Action, created
specifically for our community members. This platform
invites all WDW members to share and exchange many
opportunities, including calls for projects, collaboration
requests, offers, ideas, joint initiatives, and valuable
resources.

We aim to strengthen connections within the WDW
network, fostering meaningful interactions and
collaboration while supporting the vibrant creativity
and innovation that define our community.

In 2024, WDW sent 34 general newsletters to its
members and followers and 1 WDW in Action
Newsletter only for members.
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Website

New Members' Portal

In 2024, we launched an expanded Members' Portal
to enhance connectivity and accessibility within our
community. Key features include:

- Profile and Festival Updates: Members can now easily
update their profiles and festival information, ensuring
up-to-date and accurate representation across the
network.

- Resources Section: A new dedicated section to provide
members with valuable tools, guides, and materials to
support their activities and initiatives.

- Contact a Member' Form: This feature enables
members and community participants to connect
directly, fostering collaboration, expanding networks,
and strengthening ties across the WDW community.

These updates aim to empower our members and create
a seamless, resource-rich environment for collaboration
and growth.
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Website Statistics

Over 2024, Worlddesignweeks.org welcomed visitors
from 150 countries, an increase from 135 countries in
2023, reflecting growing international interest in our
community.

These metrics underscore the expanding influence and

engagement of World Design Weeks on a global scale.
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Presentation Impact Report
“Better by Design”

The Impact Report “Better By Design” presents how
design weeks make their places better, the world over.

Developed in collaboration with Images&Co, Design
Manchester, and Gdynia Design Days, this report
compiles insights and survey responses from 28 WDW
member organizations.

The report offers a snapshot of member organizations'
structures, funding, objectives, and programs, and it also
features case studies illustrating placemaking, audience
research, community engagement, evaluation methods,
and economic analysis.

The official presentation was on 22 February 24 in an

online event conducted by Kasper de Graaf (Design
Machester).

16



World
Design
Weeks

Get Together in Milan Design Week

Inspired in Barcelona: Terra Rossa exhibition was
presented at Milan Design Week (16-21 April 2024).
The exhibition hosted an informal Get-Together with
some WDW members on 18 April: Bangkok Design
Week, Barcelona Design Week, Chiang Mai Design
Week, Helsinki Design Week, Isan Creative Festival,
Sdo Paulo Design Week, Singapore Design Week and
Ukrainian Design and Innovation Week. They were also
accompanied by Alessandro Manetti, BDW's Curator
and Luisa Colina, from Milan Polytechnic.

Lima Design Week visits WDW Office

On 21 November 2025, we had the honour of welcoming
Teresa Edwards, the Director of the Lima Design Week,
to our headquarters.

During her time with us, the Director engaged in
meaningful discussions exploring potential collaborations

and exchanging insights on fostering creativity.

We are grateful for this visit and look forward to
nurturing connections.
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Annual Members' Meeting

On November 26, the WDW Annual Members' Meeting
took place.

The event featured the introduction of newly joined
members.

A significant highlight was the presentation of the
WDW Exchange Program, a strategic initiative
designed to foster collaboration and enhance resource
efficiency among members.

Attendees also received an overview of other key
initiatives and strategic actions planned for 2025:

- WDW Members Book

- Glocal Open Call for 15 Design Projects with a Global
Perspective

- Barcelona In-Person Annual Members Meeting 2025

It was proposed to hold the 2025 Annual Members
Meeting in person at the World Design Weeks office

in Barcelona at the time of Barcelona Design Week's
20th anniversary. This special occasion offers a unique
opportunity to bring our community together in an
inspiring setting, strengthen connections, and celebrate
two decades of innovation and creativity in Barcelona.

In addition, the meeting provided a review of the

organization’s financial statements and the budget for
the upcoming year.
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WDW Exchange

A program that aims to accelerate good ideas,
global dissemination and collaboration, upscaling
implementation, fun, inspiration, awe, and hope!

World Design Weeks are united by design and wish to
unite their coommunities, their designers & creative talents.

As first actions, the following were announced during
the Annual Members' Meeting:

WDW Traveling Posters

An initiative designed to:

- Showcase our international organization’s impact.
- Elevate the visibility of our members worldwide.
All members are encouraged to incorporate these

posters into their events/offices and amplify the reach
and resonance of WDW together!

WDW Talents Exchange

Share talents out of WDW members' communities for:

- Online talks.

- Presentation of work in festival/location.

- Interaction at off and online events in festival/location.
- Live talk.

- Workshop.

- Partnership in prototyping new ideas live and online
(like What If labs).

- Program of visits/network events to interesting
valuable people, institutions.

- Residency, presentation of outcomes residency.

- Research, workshop, prototyping, presentation of
outcomes workshop.

WDW members are invited to use WDW Newsletters
for the launch of calls or projects in which they wish to
have international designers from the WDW network
involved. Can be into the program of their festival or an

event throughout the year.
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WDW Activators Team

This is a proposal for a team of around 8-10 Activators
(some board members who take this initiative and
other members) dedicated to fostering a dynamic

and meaningful WDW Exchange program within our
community.

Initially, the group is formed by:

Adrian Jankowiak

from Nairobi Design Week
Diego Garcia-Reyes Rothlisberger
from Bogotd Design Week
Eunjoo Maing

from Seoul Design Festival
Ingrid van der Wacht

from Dutch Design Week

Jen Jones

from Auckland Design Week
Jonny Hayes

from Anchorage Design Week
Katalina Silva

from Tijuana Design week

The Activators Team will shape WDW Online Exchange

Sessions to facilitate discussions on design festival

topics, and community building. The total time
commitment is approximately 16 hours per year.
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World Design Weeks Limited
PO Box 610226
Newton Highlands, MA 02461

Contact us:

WDW Barcelona Office

Pl. de les Glories Catalanes, 37-38
Disseny Hub Barcelona

E08018 Barcelona
office@worlddesignweeks.org

worlddesignweeks.org

Follow us:

Instagram
Facebook

LinkedIn

#United by Design
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